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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 1613 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, NL 

SUBJECT: REPLACEMENT FOR F-104S 

1. DURING MARCH 26 MEETING WITH DUTCH MINISTER SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
BOERSMA INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS OFFICER AND I TOOK OPPORTUNITY 
DISCUSS F-16 CORPRODUCTION PROGRAM AND ADVANTAGES FOR NETHERLANDS 
BOTH FROM POINT OF VIEW OF JOBS AND TRASFER OF TECHNOLOGY. 

BOERSMA SAID THAT HE WAS NATURALLY INTERESTED IN AMOUNT OF WORK 
THAT WOULD BE CREATED AS HIS PRINCIPAL CURRENT CONCERN IS HIGH 
RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT. HOWEVER, HE THOUGHT PRINCIPAL CRITERIA FOR 
SELECTION F104 SUCCESSOR SHOULD BE ITS CAPABILITIES TO FULFILL 

DUTCH NATO RESPONSIBILITIES AND ITS COST. HE ADDED THAT FROM 
PURELY SOCIAL POINT OF VIEW SWEDISH PRIPOSAL WAS BEST BUT SINCE 
VIGGEN WAS CLEARLY INFERIOR TO OTHER FITHERS IN COMPETITION, 

IT WAS NEVER SERIOUS CONTENDER. 

2. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF TENDENCY OF SO MUCH OF RECENT DISCUSSION 
ON CHOICE OF F-104 SUCCESSOR TO DWELL ON NON-MILITARY ISSUES 
SUCH AS FUTURE OF EUROPEAN AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY IT WAS REFRESHING TO 
HEAR BOERSMA STRSS ESSENTIALS. HIS VIEW PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT 
AS HIS MINISTRY HAS PRINCIPAL RESPONSIBLITY FOR FIGHTING 
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UNEMPLOYMENT AND, THEREFORE, HE WOULD MOST LIKELY CABINET 
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MEMBER TO BE ATTRACTED BY FRENCH PROMISES OF GREATER EMPLOYMENT 
IF MIRAGE CHOSEN INSTEAD OF F-16. 

GOULD 
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